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applicable; (3) copies of the Judgment of Acquittal and the Krol orders must be forwarded to the County
Adjuster as noted above; (4) the scheduled date for periodic review hearings should be included in the
court orders, where applicable; (5) these hearings are in camera, except that hearings for defendants
acquitted of murder by reason of insanity shall be in open court unless there is good cause for an in
camera hearing. See R. 3:19-2; and (6) prior to the maximum term of commitment permitted under
N.J.S.A. 2C:4-8(b)(3), the court shall schedule a hearing to determine if the person remains a danger
to self, others or property as a result of mental iliness. See Order # 9 entitled “Converting the Status of
NGRI Committee to the Status of Civil Committee” (Attachment J).

Overview of the Krol Orders

The following descriptions briefly explain the situations in which the attached ten Krol orders
should be used. For a more detailed explanation, please see the text that precedes the orders in each
of the subsequent attachments.

Order 1 - Mandating First Post-Acquittal Psychiatric Evaluation as to the NGRI Acquittee’s
Dangerousness Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 2C:4-8 (Attachment A)

This court order would be used to obtain the first post-acquittal psychiatric evaluation required by
N.J.S.A. 2C:4-8(a) and State v. Krol. In cases where the examination is by a psychiatrist in the
Department of Health, the acquittee will be committed to one of the State psychiatric hospitals for the
evaluation and recommendation as to current dangerousness to self, others or property as a result of
mental iliness.

Order 2 - Mandating Observation and Treatment of NGRI Acquittee Who Has Refused to
Cooperate with the Psychiatric Evaluation of Dangerousness (Attachment B)

This court order would be used when the acquittee does not cooperate with the psychiatric evaluation.
In such instances, the standards of N.J.S.A. 2C:4-5(c) are triggered, specifically, that the court may
permit examination without cooperation, appoint a different psychiatrist or commit the defendant for
observation for a period not exceeding 30 days except on good cause shown.

Order 3 - Mandating Commitment of NGRI Acquittee Who has been Found Dangerous to Self,
Others, or Property as a Result of Mental lliness (Attachment C)

This court order would be used to commit the NGRI acquittee after there has been a finding that the
person cannot be released into the community, with or without conditions, without posing a danger to
self, others, or property as a result of mental iliness pursuant to N.J.S.A. 2C:4-8(b)(3). The person
would be committed into the care and custody of the Commissioner of the Department of Health and
confined to an appropriate institution to be treated as a person civilly committed.
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Order 9 - Converting the Status of NGRI Committee to the Status of Civil Committee
(Attachment J)

This court order would be used when an NGRI committee has reached the maximum term of
commitment under N.J.S.A. 2C:4-8(b)(3), but the court finds the person remains a danger to self, others
or property as a result of mental iliness. The court will convert the status of the NGRI committee to an
involuntary civil committee under N.J.S.A. 30:4-27.15. As such, the jurisdiction over the committee will
be transferred to the Superior Court of New Jersey, Civil Part. Periodic review hearings would then be
held pursuant to R. 4:74-7 to determine if the committee continues to be dangerous to self, others, or
property as a result of mental illness and whether the committee continues to require involuntary
confinement in an institution.

These form orders will be posted on the Criminal Forms page of the Judiciary’s Internet website
at https://www.njcourts.gov/selfhelp/catalog.html and the Criminal Division Forms page of the
Judiciary’s InfoNet. Any questions regarding Directive # 21-20 may be directed to the Criminal Practice
Division at 609-815-2900 ext. 55300.

Attachments A through J — Ten Krol Orders

cc: Chief Justice Stuart Rabner AOC Directors and Assistant Directors
Attorney General Gurbir S. Grewal Special Assistants to the Administrative Director
Public Defender Joseph E. Krakora Criminal Division Managers and Assistants
Criminal Division Judges County Adjusters
Veronica Allende, Director, Div. of Crim. Justice  Maria Pogue, Chief
Steven D. Bonville, Chief of Staff Carol Chimento, SVP Team Leader
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